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The Great Watershed 
Soldiers digging 

trenches during the 

First World War 

(1914–18). 
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1. The Edwardian Age (page 224) 

When Queen Victoria died, the 

royal house took the Germanic 

surname of Prince Albert of 

Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.  

Victoria’s son Edward reigned 

until 1910 as Edward VII. 

His greatest achievement was in 

foreign policy.  

 
(For example The Entente Cordiale signed 

with France in 1904 settled some colonial 

disputes). 

 
Edward II. 
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1. The Edwardian Age 

1. Children from 

poor families 

The Children’s Charter gave children 

some legal protection. 

Period of great polititical, social and cultural ferment.  

The Liberals won the general elections in 1906, and took some steps to 

introduce the welfare state. 

They introduced reforms to help three groups of people: 
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2. Old people  1908: The Old-Age Pensions Act, 

which introduced pensions for 

people over 70.   

3. Workers 

1911: The National Insurance Act, 

which gave people the right to free 

medical treatment and 

unemployment pay (the dole). 
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• 1910–14: There was a series of 

strikes because of high prices 

and low wages. They were 

remarkable for the number of 

men involved and for the violence 

which often accompanied them. 

1. The Edwardian Age 

Soldiers parade to intimidate workers, Liverpool 1911. 
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In 1910 Edward VII was succeeded by his 

son George V, who canged his family 

name to that of Windsor. 

 

In 1916 there were the “Easter Rising” in 

Ireland, which led to a civil war and to the 

establishment of the Irish Free State in 

1922 (which later became the Irish 

Republic). 



The Great Watershed 

2. The Suffragettes 
• At the beginning of the 20th 

century only men were allowed to 
vote.  

 

• A few educated ladies had been 
arguing in favour of voting rights 
for women since the 1860s. 
However their peaceful protests 
didn’t have any results. 

 

• In 1903 Mrs Emmeline 
Pankhurst and her daughters 
Christabel and Sylvia founded 
the WSPU (Women’s Social 
and Political Union).  

WSPU leaders Annie Kenney (left) and Christabel Pankhurst. 
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2. The Suffragettes 

The Suffragettes, as they were called, protested that women should 

be able to vote. 

The WSPU began to break the law to gain publicity and support. 

 

They began a campaign of vandalism:  

• they chained themselves to railings outside Downing Street and 

Buckingham Palace; 

• they made arson attacks on post boxes, churches  

and railway stations. 

• The Government dealt with the protests harshly and sent   many 

Suffragettes to prison. 
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We are here, not because 

we are law-breakers; we are 

here in our efforts to 

become law-makers.’ 

EMMELINE PANKHURST 
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2. The Suffragettes 

A drawing from the WSPU newspaper in 1909 

 

• In prison some women  went on 

hunger strike  to draw attention  

to their campaign. Prison 

authorities began force-feeding 

them. 

 

•  Emily Wilding Davison died after 

she ran in front of King George V’s 

horse at the 1913 Epsom Derby in 

a bid to draw attention to the votes 

for women campaign. 

 

• Women finally obtained the right to 

vote in 1928 
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3. World War I 

• Britain declared war on Germany 

on 4th August 1914. 

• The war ended on 11th November 

1918. 

• It involved great masses of 
people: exhausting fighting 
conditions in the trenches and 
great loss of human lives, with 
little results. 
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3. World War I 

Archduke Ferdinand on the day of assassination. 

The domino effect 

• First Austria declared war on Serbia. 

• Then Russia declared war on Austria. 

• Next Germany joined with Austria. 

• Finally France and Britain declared war on 
Austria and Germany. Later also Italy and 
the USA joined in. 
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The war ended with the 

Versailles Peace Treaty 

signed in 1918. 
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3. World War I in English painting (see page 231) 

THE MENIN ROAD, 1919, oil 

on canvas,  

Imperial War Museum, London. 

 

Paul Nash: the most individual and expressive of the artists who recorded the 

battlefields of World War I.   
He began his career as a landscape painter, in the style of William Blake, but he changed his style 

after his experience as a soldier in the First World  War: he produced surreal paintings with the 

devastated lanscapes of both World Wars. 

 

His first-hand experience gave his work immediacy and brutal honesty. It took a 

message from the trenches to the people back at home. 

(compare with We are 

making a New World: a 

landscape reshaped by the 

bombs and attacks) 
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• The Menin Road was one of the “hottest” spots of the Western Front in Belgium and 
France, where there was an ongoing battle which lasted as long as the war itself. 

• The landscape portrayed by Nash shows no visible road but only a devastated land. 
In fact the road surface has been lost and it’s difficult to distinguish it from the 
surrounding ground. In the craters created by shells and in the ruts left by tanks 
there are some pools of stagnant water. There are some mutilated trees and a few 
men moving towards an unseen objective.  Only two little plants appear to be alive. 
The sky is menacing and cloudy. The prevailing colour is sepia. 

• The landscape conveys a feeling of desolation and suffering. It communicates the 
cruelty of war and the anxiety of modern man who has to face this tragedy. There is 
no feeling of patriotism but of hard suffering and endurance. 

• It shows that nature has been totally upset by war: it’s a kind of “waste land”, with 
a predominance of bare trees and stagnant water. 

 

  The Menin Road 
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