
REVISION QUESTIONS 

QUESTIONS ON THE ROMANTIC AGE 

1. Why was the Romantic Age called “the age of revolutions”? 

2. What social consequences did the industrial revolution have in Britain? 

3. What were the main differences between the Romantic ideals and the Augustan 

ideals? 

4. What is the feeling of the sublime? 

5. Describe Turner’s paintings  The Shipwreck and Rain, Steam and Speed: what 

feelings do they express? What kind of relationship between man and nature is there? 

6. Describe Constable’s paintings The Hay Wain and Hadleigh Castle.   

7. William Blake: talk about his philosophy of contrasts (“complementary opposites”) 

and his ideas about the French revolution. 

8. Describe Blake’s paintings The Elohim Creating Adam and The Ancient of Days. 

9.  Consider the poem London: which aspects of his contemporary society does Blake 

criticize?  

10. Compare the poem London to today’s vision of London in the poem The London 

Breed by Benjamin Zephaniah. 

11.  William Wordsworth: why is he called “the poet of nature”?  

12.  Explain his idea of poetic creation, which he summarized in the sentence “emotions 

recollected in tranquillity” (contained in the preface to the second edition of The 

Lyrical Ballads). 

13. Comparing Canto Notturno… by Leopardi and My heart leaps up by Wordsworth, we 

can notice different views of nature and of children. 

14. Talk about their different visions of the sublime in Leopardi’s L’Infinito and in 

Wordsworth’s poetry. 

15. What were the main features of the Gothic novel? (Think of: setting, characters, plot 

and feelings involved). 

16. Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein: what elements does it have in common with gothic 

novels, but why is it more than a Gothic novel? (Think of the role of science and of the 

significance of the subtitle “the modern Prometheus”). 

17. Talk about the original narrative structure of this novel. 

18. Talk about the most important themes of the novel  

QUESTIONS ON THE VICTORIAN AGE: 

1. Why was the Victorian Age an age of big contrasts? (Think of reforms, progress on 
one hand and poverty and working conditions on the other). 

2. What is the “Victorian Compromise”? What was the role of women in Victorian 
society? 

3. What was the Great Exhibition? 
4. How did the working classes live in London? What kind of architectural styles were 

used for important buildings in London? 
5. Talk about the British Empire. What was “the white man’s burden”? 
6. Compare the photograph of Queen Victoria to The Armada Portrait of Queen 

Elizabeth I: explain how the representation of the Queen changed. 



7. Talk about the main features of the Victorian novel. 
8. Talk about the main features of the novels by Dickens. 
9. Oliver Twist: what do you remember about the plot? What social levels did Dickens 

analyse? Point out the contrast between the world of children and the world of 
adults in the passage “Oliver wants some more”. What similarities are there with the 
children described by Verga in Rosso Malpelo?. 

10.  What was the main principle of the Aesthetic Movement? Why was it in contrast 
with the strict morality of the Victorian Age? Who were the main European 
representatives? 

11.  What was the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood? What were its main principles? 
12.  Talk about William Morris and his style. What kind of objects did he produce? 
13.  Describe La Ghirlandata by D.G. Rossetti and point out how it combines the 

different visions of “the woman” present in the Victorian Age. 
14.  What kind of works did Oscar Wilde write? What was he especially famous for? 
15. The Picture of Dorian Gray: talk about the plot and  the main themes of the novel. 

How did it criticize the hypocrisy of Victorian middle classes? 
 
QUESTIONS ON THE EDWARDIAN AGE 

1) Who succeeded Queen Victoria to the Throne? 

2) What kind of reforms were made during the Edwardian Age? 

3) Give some examples of “social unrest” in the Edwardian Age. 

4) Who were the Suffragettes and what did they fight for? 

5) Describe the painting The Menin Road by Paul Nash. What does he want to 

express? 

QUESTIONS ON MODERN POETRY: 

1) What were the different currents of English Modern Poetry? 

2) What were the main features of the Georgian Poets? 

3) What were the main features of the war poets? 

4) What were the main features of imagist and symbolist poets? 

5) What are the main features of “The Waste Land” by Eliot? (Explain what is the main 

theme; fragmentation and reassembly; the mythical method; some stylistic 

characteristics, like: association of ideas, quotations, “implication”, objective 

correlative). 

6) Compare What the thunder said  by Eliot to Meriggiare Pallido e Assorto by 

Montale. Why are they similar? What is the technique of  the “objective correlative”? 

7) What is the main message of the sonnet The Soldier by Rupert Brooke? Why is his 

poetry different from the War Poets? 

8) Point out differences and similarities between The Soldier by Brooke and Italia by 

Ungaretti. 

9) Point out the differences in the language used by Brooke and by Owen. 

10) What is “the old lie” mentioned by Owen at the end of his poem? 

11) What is the main message of Dulce et Decorum Est? 

 

 



 

QUESTIONS ON MODERNISM: 

1. What were the main causes of the cultural crisis at the beginning of the 20th 

century? 

2. Why were Freud’s idea very influential? 

3. Explain the new notions of time elaborated by William James and Henry Bergson. 

4. What are the main features of Modernism, in general? 

5. Can you describe The Weeping Woman by Picasso pointing out the main features 

of Modernism? 

6. What were the main innovations of the Modernist novel? 

7. What is the interior monologue? Explain its main features - you can refer to the 

passage from Ulysses (page 251) - 

James Joyce 

1. Why did Joyce decide to leave Ireland? 

2. How did he describe Ireland and its people? 

3. How did his style evolve from the earlier to the later works? 

4. Explain the structure of Dubliners. 

5. Explain the concept of paralyses. 

6. Point out some features of the narrative technique used in Dubliners. 

7. Explain how Joyce was able to combine symbolism with realism. 

8. What is an epiphany? 

9. Summarize the short story Eveline and point out some important characteristics of 

Joyce’s narrative technique (opening in medias res, free direct speech, narrator and 

point of view, perception of time) and some typical themes of Dubliners (paralysis 

vs escape; example of epiphany; dust and sea as symbols) 

10. Joyce and Svevo: similarities. 

Virginia Woolf 

1. Mention some events in Virginia Woolf’s life that contributed to her mental fragility. 

2. What was the Bloomsbury group? 

3. Apart from novels, what else did she write? 

4. What did Woolf want to render in her novels? Explain this quotation: “ life is not a 

series of gig-lamps symmetrically arranged; life is a luminous halo….” 

5. Which narrative techniques did she use? 

6. Explain similarities and differences with Joyce (stream of consciousness, moments 

of being). 

7. Briefly explain what happens in Mrs Dalloway. 

8. Who are the main characters and what social class do  they belong to? 

9. What is the connection between Clarissa and Septimus? 

10. Point out what important social changes are shown in Mrs Dalloway 

11. Summarize the passage on page 272 and point out the narrative technique used. 


