WISH/ IF ONLY
WISH/ IF ONLY + PAST SIMPLE: to express wishes about the present.
Example: | wish | were younger/ If only | were younger
| wish she didn’t snore at night/ If only she didn’t snore...

| wish | could speak German better/ | wish | could speak German better.

Wish/ if only + past perfect: to express wishes about the past (regrets).
Example: | wish | hadn’t wasted so much time/ If only | hadn’t wasted so much time.

| wish | had passed my driving test/ If only | had passed my driving test.

BE CAREFUL! When we complain about something annoying or when we would like
something to change, we use wish/if only + would.

Example: | wish my neighbour would turn down the volume of his TV.
If only my neighbour would turn down his TV!

| wish you wouldn’t work so much.

To express preferences we can use WOULD RATHER

SAME SUBJECT DIFFERENT SUBJECT
Subject + would rather + base form Subject 1 + would rather + subject 2+
(it refers to the present or future) past simple

(it refers to the present or future)
Example: I'd rather go to bed now
Example: /I'd rather she went to bed now
I'd rather cycle to work than use a car

Subject + would rather + have + past Subject 1 + would rather+ subject 2 +
participle past perfect.

(it refers to the past)
I'd rather we had gone to Spain than to
I'd rather have gone to Spain than to France

France.




To express preferences we can also use prefer:

e I'd prefer to go shopping today (specific preference)
e | prefer going shopping on Saturdays (general preference)



