IF-CLAUSES

There are different kinds of “conditional sentences”:

e zero conditional: when the condition is always true.
Ex: if you leave an ice-cream in the sun, it melts.
IF + PRESENT SIMPLE + PRESENT SIMPLE

* first conditional: when we talk about probable future actions and their
results or consequences.
Ex: If it rains, we won’t go to the park tomorrow.

IF + PRESENT SIMPLE + FUTURE WITH WILL

Instead of will we can also use may or might
Ex: If it doesn’t rain, we might go to the party.



* Instead of “if” itis also possible to use when, as soon as, unless.
Ex: when we get home, we’ll have dinner

I’ll send you an e-mail as soon as | get to London.

We’ll miss the bus unless we run! (unless = if not)

 The same structure is used in sentences introduced by before or until:
Examples: I’ll sit here until she arrives
I’ll cook dinner before she arrives

See also INSIDE GRAMMAR page 234



e Second conditional: to talk about an imaginary or hypothetical situation in
the present or future and its consequences. The situation is usually
improbable or impossible.

Ex: if I won the lottery, | would buy a new car.
If | was/were older, I'd go on holiday with my friends.
IF + PAST SIMPLE + WOULD (‘d)/ WOULDN'T + BASE FORM

o We use the expression “if | were you” to give advice.
Ex: If | were you, | would study more.
o Instead of would, it is possible to use could or might.
Ex: If I had more money, | could buy you a drink.
If you played the lottery, you might win.

o We use I wish/ if only with the Past Simple to express a wish or desire to
change something about a present or future situation

Ex: | wish/ if only | could sing very well.

See also INSIDE GRAMMAR page 237



