SAY AND TELL

Tom told me (that) he didn'’t like Brian.

Tom said (that) he didn'’t like Brian.

The verb tell is always followed by the object (the person).

Tom told us/ you/ him/ them/ Ann

The verb say is never followed by the object :

They said they had met a new friend.

(’'m not saying who they are talking to)

If you want to say who you’re talking to, you can say:

She said to me she had found a new job.

She told me she had found a new job.

OR:

SOME EXPRESSIONS WITH SAY AND TELL

SAY

TELL

Good morning, afternoon, evening

The truth/ a lie

Hallo/ goodbye

A story/ a joke

Something/ nothing A secret
SO The way
A few words The time
A prayer The difference

One’s name




