
Past perfect 

 SUBJECT + HAD + PAST PARTICIPLE 
 
Ex: I had already cooked dinner 
 He hadn’t found the photograph. 
 Had they arrived? No, they hadn’t. Yes, they had. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 It is used to talk about an action in the past that happened before another action 
in the past. 

 

   PAST 

 

 

 

 

 

  past perfect past simple 

 

When (by the time) I arrived home, he had already cooked dinner. 

 

He had cooked dinner before I arrived home 

 

After Peter had finished his homework, we decided to go out. 

We decided to go out because Peter had already finished his homework
  

 

 



• We often use the time expressions when, after, before, by the time to link 
the actions chronologically. 

 

• The past perfect is also used very often with because, already, never. 

Example:  He knew because I had already told him. 

   Susie enjoyed her trip to London.  She had never been to 
  the UK before. 

 

 

• BE careful: to describe two successive actions we use the past simple! 

 

Example: I arrived home. Then he cooked dinner. 

 


