The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891)

PLOT SUMMARY



Dorian Gray meets Lord Henry Wotton at
the studio of Basil Hallward, who is using
Dorian as a model for his latest painting.
Lord Henry tells Dorlan about his
epicurean views on life, and convinces
him of the value of beauty above all other
things. The young and impressionable
Dorian is greatly moved by Lord Henry's
words. When Basil shows them the
newly completed painting, Dorian is
flooded with awe at the sight of his own
Image, and Is overwhelmed by his fear
that his youth and beauty will fade.



He becomes jealous that the picture will
be beautiful forever while he is destined to
wither and age. He passionately wishes
that it could be the other way around. Lord
Henry Is fascinated with Dorian's
Innocence as much as Dorlan Is
Impressed by Henry's cynically sensual
outlook on life. They become fast friends,
to Basil's dismay. He fears that Henry will
be a corrupting influence on the young,
iInnocent Dorian, whom he adores.



Dorlan and Lord Henry become fast
friends, often dining together and
attending the same social functions.
Henry's influence has a profound effect on
the young man, who soon adopts Henry's
views as his own, abandoning ethical
restraints and seeing life in terms of
pleasure and sensuality. Dorian falls in
love with the beautiful Sibyl Vane, a poor
but talented young Shakespearean

actress.



They are engaged to be married until
Dorian brings Henry and Basil to a
performance, where her acting Is
uncharacteristically - and inexplicably -
terrible. Dorian confronts Sibyl backstage,
and she tells him that since she Is now
truly In love, she no longer believes In
acting. Disgusted and offended, Dorian
breaks off their engagement and leaves
her sobbing on the floor. When he returns
home, he discovers that the figure in his
portrait now bears a slightly different,
uglier facial expression.



Dorian awakens late the next day feeling
guilty for his treatment of Sibyl, and writes
a love letter begging her forgiveness. Soon,
however, Lord Henry arrives, and informs
Dorian that Sibyl committed suicide last
night. Dorian is shocked and wracked with
guilt, but Henry convinces him to view the
event artistically, saying that the superb
melodrama of her death i1s a thing to be
admired.



Paranoid that someone might discover the
secret of the painting, and therefore the
true nature of his soul, Dorian hides the
Image In his attic. Over the next several

years, Dorian's face remains young and
innocent, despite his many selfish affairs
and scandals. The picture, however,
continues to age, and grows more
unattractive with each foul deed.



One night, Basil visits Dorian to confront
him about all of the terrible rumors he has
heard. The painter wants to believe that his
friend Is stll a good person. Dorian decides
to show him the portrait so that he can see
the true degradation of his soul, but when
Basil sees it he is horrified, and urges his
friend to repent for his sins. Basil's reaction
enrages Dorian, and he murders the artist
with a knife.



Not long after, Dorian visits an opium den
and Is attacked byJames Vane, Sibyl's

brother, who has sworn revenge on the
man that drove his sister to suicide. 18
years have passed since the event,
however, yet Dorian still looks like a 20-
year-old youth. James thinks that he Is
mistaken, and Dorian escapes before
Sibyl's brother learns the truth. Over the
next several days Dorian lives In fear, sure

that James is searching for him.



While hunting one day, Dorian's friend
Geoffrey accidentally shoots a man hiding
on Dorian's property. This stranger Is
revealed to be James Vane. Dorian Is
overcome with relief, but cannot escape
the fact that even this deaths weighs on his
conscience.



Deciding to change his life for the better,
Dorian commits a good deed by refusing to
corrupt a young girl who has fallen in love
with him. He checks the portrait, hoping to
find that it has changed for the better, but
when he realizes that the only thing that
has changed Is the new, hypocritical smirk
on the wrinkled face, he realizes that even
his effort to save his soul was driven by
vanity.



In a fit of despair, he decides to destroy the
picture with the same knife that he used to

Kill Baslil, 1ts creator.
But In doing so he Kills himself. The portrait
IS magically restored to its original image of
Dorian’s youthful perfection, while the real
Dorian’s features in death become those of
a hideous old man.

THE END



